
MIDAS@HOME Circus Program #1

Elementary and Middle School

Create a Colorful Circus Program or Poster
USE THESE INSTRUCTIONS WITH Program/Poster BRAINSTORMING PACKET

Overview Create a colorful program or poster using appropriate images and essential information.

● Investigate the many different types of circuses: with and without animals, clowns or acrobats

● Gather examples of circus program / posters on the web

● Make checklist of information to be included in program / poster

● Decide what media will you use.

● Find device to create and display the program / poster

● Make PROJECT PLAN - Step 1, Step 2, Step 3, Publish! Reflections

TIME ESTIMATE MATERIALS
Min. 1 - 2 hrs. > Computer with internet access

> Printing device: printer, etc.

> Art materials: crayons, markers, paints,

graphics program

> Color printer
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My Multiple Intelligences engaged … Brainstorming pg. 3

● Visual-Spatial – images and graphic design inspired by the circus theme

● Linguistic – word choice in written titles and descriptions

● Interpersonal – emotional words and images to engage the audience

● Musical –use of pleasing word rhymes or phrases

Preparation
What do you already know about the circus? Imagine. This is your first Big Night at The Circus.

What will you see first? What will you see inside the circus tent? How does the circus begin?
What happens half-way through? How does it end? What do you hear? What people do you
see? How are they feeling?

Name 3 or 4 different circus performers and animals.

What do you smell at the circus? What will you eat or drink at the circus?

What would your dream circus look like?
● What are the different kinds of circuses in the world? Investigate.

● Search for examples of circus posters and programs on the web. Gather and list good ideas and essential

features. See resources.

What size is best? Media? Materials?

Project Plan Brainstorming pg. 4 & 5
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Get Ready! Review the Brainstorming Packet for topic #1 and sample posters.
Step 1. Make a list of the acts you’d like to have in your circus. Use unique names to spark
people’s curiosity or make them laugh (Leon the Lion Tamer, Stretch the Clown, Willy the
Wizard). You can do online research about “famous circus performers” for inspiration.
Step 2. Think about the best order for your performances. What would make the most sense?

What would make people stay until the end?

Step 3. You are all set to make a program! Use performers’ names and order of your circus acts.

Step 4. Make or find pictures that go with your circus acts and arrange them to illustrate your

circus. Consider images, shapes and colors that are visually exciting

When you are done: Reflect: Record your reflections on page 6 of your Brainstorming Packet.

FUN & GAMES Brainstorm pg. 4

How can you make the program and poster so they FUN and visually

exciting?

● Colorful Images? Graphic Design? Color scheme? Circus words &

phrases?

FINAL Reflections Brainstorm pg. 6

The parent should not provide evaluation or grade of the child’s product but instead the child can be queried on

the process of making the program/poster:

● What did you do?

● What stands out for you about this activity?

● What surprises you?

● What would you do differently, if you were to do it again?

● What would you like to do next?
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Resources
● See below samples.

● https://www.pinterest.com/pin/361554676305554464/ - samples of vintage posters

● https://www.pinterest.com/hawhawjames/circus-posters/ samples of posters

● https://www.etsy.com/market/circus_programs - circus programs

● https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Browse/Search:circus%20program - paid resources

Tip: Community Connections. Is there anyone in your family, neighborhood or community child can talk with about circus?

Learning Objectives/Common Core Standards Brainstorm pg. 7

● English (literacy, grammar, punctuation, structure)

● Art (creative imagery, using imagination to produce original themed pictures)
History (what were circuses like in past? How did they start? What is different now?

EXAMPLES/TEMPLATES
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